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Diane Fannon-Langton : Murder at the Roosevelt Hotel in Cedar Rapids (True Crime)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Murder at the Roosevelt Hotel in Cedar 
Rapids (True Crime): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Former Roosevelt Hotel employeeBy CustomerMy wife and I met at 
the Roosevelt Hotel in the 1980s when we both worked there. We had our wedding reception at the Roosevelt and 
have since moved to Minneapolis. Occasionally, we would have guests at the hotel that would mention a murder but 
didn't really know many details. The book was a well written, detailed account of the murder and trial. It was also a 
good representation of life in that era. I have probably been in that room more than once so I had no trouble 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1467119601


visualizing the setting. Thanks for a well researched and written book.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Evocative of the times ...By CustomerA nice addition to the "true crime" genre, Fannon-Langton gives us a 
"just the facts" treatment of a lurid murder that captured and held the attention of a a small Midwestern city for nearly 
two years. A jealous husband, a comely wife, a suicide, a flight to a neighboring state--the story has it all. Fannon-
Langton, a writer for the Cedar Rapids Gazette, plumbed the riches of the newspaper's morgue, an intact resource from 
the day when newspapers considered their archives as a must-have resource. Loaded with pictures and evocative of the 
times (1948-1951), the book is a captivating and easy read. No. 1 on the local bestseller list, the volume comes in at 
one hundred twenty-four pages and contains forty-four photos.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Don't 
Miss This One!By Tricia AndersenI don't normally read non-fiction, but I am so glad I read this one. It pulled me in 
from the beginning and took me on a roller coaster ride from there on. Highly recommend it!!

Byron C. Hattman sealed his fate when he checked into the Roosevelt Hotel on December 13, 1948. A maid found his 
body in a blood-spattered room two days later. An investigation linked him to the young wife of St. Louis pediatrician 
Robert C. Rutledge, who confessed to the brutal attack after trying to poison himself. The scandal made national 
headlines and seemed like an easy case for the Linn County court. That is, until new evidence changed the story 
completely. Reporter and author Diane Fannon-Langton uncovers the truth and compiles the complete details of the 
Hattman slaying for the first time.

About the AuthorDiane Fannon-Langton writes "The Time Machine," a history column for the Gazette in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. A Cedar Rapids native, she is married to Richard Langton Sr., and has two children and five 
grandchildren. Her interest in local history is fueled by having unlimited access to the Gazette's archives. "Newspapers 
have always been viewed as the purveyors of current events," she says, "disposable after each day's read. To me, they 
are the record of history, more detailed than any encyclopedia." 


