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From The Arthur H. Clark Company : Motoring West: Volume 1: Automobile Pioneers, 19001909 before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Motoring West: Volume 1:
Automobile Pioneers, 19001909:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very Interesting StoriesBy PapaAlanV ery interesting stories about
the beginnings of auto travel in the USA.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Early Motorcar Historical
WritingsBy Richard LottridgeA fascinating collection of essays published between 1901 and 1910 on the subject of

motoring from east of the Mississippi to the west coast. The recently invented automobile, the merits of inflatable or


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0870623834

solid rubber tires, what equipment to carry, what to wear, and journals of actual motor trips. It is the beginning of the
Car Culture, which we are still in: travel at the time and route of our own choice, and under our own control.0 of O
people found the following review helpful. Motoring westBy Kindle Customerlf you have ever taken aroad trip and
complained about road conditions , accomendations, or traffic, then you need to read this fascinating book about the
beginning of auto traveling.

In thefirst years of the twentieth century, motoring across the vast expanses west of the Mississippi was at the very
least an adventure and at most an audacious stunt. As more motorists ventured forth, such travel became a curiosity
and, within afew decades, commonplace. For aspiring western travelers, automobiles formed an integral part of their
search for new experiences and destinationsand like explorers and thrill seekers from earlier ages, these adventurers
kept records of their experiences. The scores of articles, pamphlets, and books they published, collected for the first
time in Motoring West, create a vibrant picture of the American West in the age of automotive ascendancy, as viewed
from behind the wheel. Documenting the very beginning of Americans love affair with the automobile, the piecesin
this volumethe first of a planned multivolume seriesoffer a panorama of motoring travelers visions of the burgeoning
West in the first decade of the twentieth century. Historian Peter J. Blodgetts sources range from forgotten archivesto
company brochures to magazines such as Harpers Monthly, Sunset, and Outing. Under headlines touting adventuresin
touring, land cruising, and camping out with an automobile, voices from motorings early days instruct, inform, and
entertain. They chart routes through wild landscapes, explain the finer points of driving coast to coast in a Franklin,
and occasionally prescribe touring outfits. Blodgetts engaging introductions to the volume and each piece couch the
writers commentaries within their time. As reports of the regions challenges and pleasures stirred interest and spurred
travel, the burgeoning flow of traffic would eventually and forever ater the western landscape and the westering
motorists experience. The dispatches in Motoring West illustrate not only how the automobile opened the American
West before 1909 to more and more travelers, but also how the West began to change with their arrival.

Peter Blodgetts Motoring West, covering the period 1900 to 1909, includes accounts of automotive travel in the trans-
Mississippi West by such able and eloquent guides as Hamlin Garland and William Dix. But the most effective guide
of al is Blodgett, whose superb introduction to the volumeand to each carefully made selectionis a valuable roadmap
through the existing scholarship on American automotive tourism in the first half of the twentieth century. This book
should find its place on the shelf of everyone interested in the cultural history of the modern West, and in the glove
box of every contemporary automotive traveler who wonders what the journeying experience was like a century
ago.David M. Wrobel, author of Global West, American Frontier: Travel, Empire, and Exceptionalism from Manifest
Destiny to the Great Depression



