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Ralph Pope : Mosses, Liverworts, and Hornworts: A Field Guide to Common Bryophytes of the Northeast 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mosses, Liverworts, 
and Hornworts: A Field Guide to Common Bryophytes of the Northeast: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The book begins with a good introduction for the collection and 
identification of bryophytesBy D. BradleyMosses, Liverworts and Hornworts A Field Guide to Common Bryophytes 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1501700782


of the Northeast (2016) by Ralph Pope is a well thought out publication. There is a small colour photograph provided 
for each species, often supplemented by photographs or line drawings of their sporophytes. For each species covered 
there is a general description, notes of similar species, and a general distribution map for northeastern North America. 
Also included are habitat notes and background information pertaining to the species name and its meaning.The book 
begins with a good introduction for the collection and identification of bryophytes. The main body of book is split into 
4 main sections, Sphagnum mosses, acrocarpous mosses, pleurocarpous mosses, Liverworts Hornworts. It is a very 
good introduction to the larger more conspicuous bryophytes that are found in Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia, Pennsylvania, New York and the northeastern-Atlantic states.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Fantastic field guideBy Alder FullerFantastic field guide, though I'll be using it in my studio more than 
outside. Writing is concise, complete (enough), crisp. Good use of humor (in moderation). Photos are clear enough 
(I've done a lot of macro photography, and know it's hard to produce perfect images of small plants that show their 
multiple planes -- these are fine). His introduction to the biology, ecology, etc is stellar -- just what I was hoping to 
find. I'm moving to Scotland next year, and I know the bryophytes over there will be different, even though the higher 
taxa (classes, orders, families) will be similar, and that's what I'm interested in more than species or even genus ID. 
Overall a fine book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. OMG! Great book!By Nick A.Amazing book! 
I've always been fascinated by mosses this book not only helps me admire them even more, but it helps me to ID 
them!!!! I'm such a nerd haha.

Mosses, liverworts, and hornworts are found throughout the world in a variety of habitats. They flourish particularly 
well in moist, humid forests, filling many ecological roles. They provide seedbeds for the larger plants of the 
community and homes to countless arthropods, they capture and recycle nutrients that are washed with rainwater from 
the canopy, and they bind the soil to keep it from eroding. This photo-based field guide to the more common or 
distinctive bryophytes of northeastern North America gives beginners the tools they need to identify most specimens 
without using a compound microscope. Ralph Pope's inviting text and helpful photographs cover not only the "true" 
mosses but also the Sphagnaceae (the peat mosses), liverworts, and hornworts. The heart of any field guide is the 
ability to narrow down a large number of possibilities to a single species, and this book does that with a variety of 
keying strategies. Traditional dichotomous keys are included, and there are also quick keys based on habitat and 
special morphological characteristics. The organization of the species pages is by plant family, an arrangement likely 
to resonate with readers with some plant background or botanical interest. Mosses, Liverworts, and Hornworts also 
features information on collecting, preserving, and identifying specimens to help hikers, naturalists, botanists, and 
gardeners find their way into this beautiful miniature world. Sections on bryophyte biology and ecology provide 
taxonomic and ecological context.

"Mosses, Liverworts, and Hornworts is scientifically accurate and accessible to an audience of amateur naturalists as 
well as to botanical professionals seeking to know and learn more about mosses. The scope and breadth are right on 
target. The species descriptions are accurate and vivid and draw upon the experience of the author. The use of habitat 
types, color, scale, and texture in identifying species is very helpful."Robin W. Kimmerer, Distinguished Teaching 
Professor and Director, Center for Native Peoples and the Environment, SUNY College of Environmental Science and 
Forestry, author of Gathering Moss and Braiding Sweetgrass"This authoritative and user-friendly book consists of 
well-illustrated treatments of each species. The color photos are of a high order. I find the comparison to similar 
species hugely helpful. Mossing adventures will be all the more satisfying with this book along for company."Alison 
C. Dibble, University of Maine "This book is intended as a (much needed) field guide, a goal it reaches admirably. The 
keys and color images (for nearly every species) are very helpful, and where only microscopic examination can be 
definitive, it provides characteristics to look for. It also notes species that may be confused with each other and how to 
distinguish them. I strongly recommend it for the broad geographic area it is intended to cover."Janice Glime, 
Michigan Tech"This book is the most complete and the best illustrated field guide to mosses and liverworts in the 
Northeast. Naturalists in Eastern Canada and the Great Lakes region will use it, too. The photographs are excellent and 
the text both very useful and interesting. It contains the common and many uncommon mosses and even the rare 
hornworts, as well as good ecological pointers to help in finding them all."Nancy Slack, The Sage Colleges, coeditor 
of Bryophyte Ecology and Climate Change About the AuthorRalph Pope is the author of Lichens above Treeline: A 
Hiker's Guide to Alpine Zone Lichens of the Northeastern United States. 


