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Max J. Skidmore : Moose Crossing: Portland to Portland on the Theodore Roosevelt International Highway 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Moose Crossing: 
Portland to Portland on the Theodore Roosevelt International Highway: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Where's the drama?By Andrew SladeI really wanted to like this 
book. I love the idea of long drives and historic connections. But I was really disappointed. A political science 
professor takes a faculty research grant and drives from Portland, ME to Portland, OR. There is no drama, no 
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anticipation, just one cute little town after another, complete with cute occupants. The author is kind to Duluth, where 
I live, but I had to jump ahead to that section as I got bored somewhere in New Hampshire. Then I jumped ahead to 
the mountains of Montana and then to the finale. I read Twenty West: The Great Road Across America, thought it was 
boring in the same sort of way, but this one was even harder. My favorite cross-country drive book has to be The 
Driver: My Dangerous Pursuit of Speed and Truth in the Outlaw Racing World

In February 1919, in memoriam of the recent passing of President Theodore Roosevelt, a group of civic leaders began 
the planning of a monumental roadthe Theodore Roosevelt International Highway. Spanning more than 4,000 miles, 
the highway connected Portland, Maine to Portland, Oregon through the most northern states and Ontario Canada. 
Boasting seascapes and lake views, mountain vistas, and a breathtaking drive through the awesome Columbia River 
Gorge, the Theodore Roosevelt International Highway was the northernmost of the few transcontinental roads 
available in the 1920s and 30s and soon became an important route for the up and coming automobile. No other route 
has duplicated the Highway's variety and scenic grandeur or did more to encourage travel. Moose Crossing is the story 
of Theodore Roosevelt and the highway he inspired. It is a story of how Max Skidmore unearthed the remnants of 
America's most fascinating auto trail and experienced it all the way from Portland to Portland.

Moose Crossing is one of those especially valuable books because it cruises in three lanes concurrently. It is solid 
history, geography, and democratic culture...and fascinating all the way. As we used to say 'Happy Motoring.' 
(Browne, Ray)By studying the TRIH, Skidmore in Moose Crossing uncovers something of true historical significance 
that had been nearly forgotten through the years. The book will be of particular interest to libraries, highway 
departments, museums, state geographers, highway historians, historical societies, collectors of memorabilia, and 
driving enthusiasts. (Sir Readalot.Org)Moose Crossing is a magnificent travelogue rich in regional history and popular 
culture. Skidmore's narrative of what he experienced, whom he met, the mix of natural wonders, and roadside kitsch 
he encountered, embellished by the cultural and political heritage of the regions he passed through, transforms primary 
historiography into a superb travel narrative. The best I can do is compare it to Nobel Prize winner John Steinbeck's 
1961 Travels with Charley. Skidmore's Moose Crossing is far superior. (Roger Fischer)About the AuthorMax J. 
Skidmore is University of Missouri Curator's Professor of Political Science and Thomas Jefferson Fellow at the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City. He received his Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota. An accomplished 
author, Dr. Skidmore has published numerous books including Social Security and its Enemies, Presidential 
Performance, and the Thorpe Menn Award winning After the White House. 


