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Julian Smith : Moon Virginia: Including Washington, D.C. (Moon Handbooks)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Moon Virginia: Including Washington, D.C. (Moon 
Handbooks): 

2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Very poorBy Linda TurnerI have a 6 shelf bookcase filled with 
guidebooks. I have often chosen the "Moon" ones because they usually offer lots of information and plenty of listings 
for accommodations, food places, etc. Not this one. We took it with us on a trip to Williamsburg this past weekend 
(Aug 21 - 24 2009) and found it to be virtually useless. First off, there is NOTHING on the city of Williamsburg. It 
goes on for pages about Colonial Williamsburg - but there is a whole modern city and it's completely ignored. No 
restaurants, no hotels, no information at all. It's as though the city doesn't exist. We had a camp space at the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1598800116


Williamsburg KOA but we got that through the KOA's own website. The guide book does list it but it also lists a 
"Colonial" campsite for KOA. There is ONE KOA there, with ONE check-in office. The campground is divided into 2 
sections. But if you went by the guide book you'd think that there are 2 entirely separate KOAs. We wanted to find a 
seafood restaurant in Williamsburg but didn't know where to begin to look since the book ignores the city. We ended 
up eating a grocery store meal at our campsite. I'll be looking for another publisher's VA guidebook before we travel 
down there again.

Award-winning travel writer Julian Smith knows the best way to experience Virginia, from canoeing down the Great 
Dismal Swamp and hiking the Appalachian Trail to noshing at the Carytown Watermelon Festival. Smith provides 
unique suggestions for trips such as the Two-Week History Tour and Outdoor Highlights for Active Travelers. Packed 
with information on dining, transportation, and accommodations, Moon Virginia has lots of options for a range of 
travel budgets. Every Moon guidebook includes recommendations for must-see sights and many regional, area, and 
city-centered maps. With guidance on exploring the deep forest of Douthat State Park and visiting the pretty, 
gingerbread-like houses of Onancock, Moon Virginia gives travelers the tools they need to create a more personal and 
memorable experience. With expert writers, first-rate strategic advice, and an essential dose of humor, Moon 
guidebooks are the cure for the common trip.

About the AuthorDays after wrangling a degree in biology from the University of Virginia, Julian Smith found himself 
hopelessly entangled in a self-publishing venture that resulted nine months later in the one-pound, eight-ounce On 
Your Own in El Salvador, the first in-depth guide to the country. Moon Handbooks Ecuador came two years later. 
Tired of sounding like a third-grader with grammar issues, Julian returned to Virginia, where everyone kept saying the 
same thing: "Didn't you graduate already?" After completing Moon Handbooks Virginia, he contributed to The 
Washington Post, National Geographic Traveller, Road Trip USA, Online Travel Planning for Dummies, and other 
publications. He has somehow earned a Masters' degree in Wildlife Ecology in the meantime, eating smoked salmon 
and studying grizzly bears on the coast of British Columbia. For more travel writing, photography, updates, and 
assorted oddities, stop by his website, www.juliansmith.com. Julian lives in Santa Fe, New Mexico. 


