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purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Moby-Duck: The True Story 
of 28,800 Bath Toys Lost at Sea of the Beachcombers, Oceanograp hers, Environmentalists Fools Including the 
Author Who Went in Search of Them: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you like Rubber Ducks, or even just the ocean, a must read.By 
Paul MorrisonAfter finishing Moby-Duck by Donovan Hohn I give it 5 Rubber Ducks. Perfect stocking stuffer for the 
Good Morning Gloucester Friends of Rubber Duck (GMGFORD). A spellbinding journey that leapfrogs (see green 
frogs below) across the world searching for the illusive Rubber Duck. The Gloucester Bookstore and Toad Hall in 
Rockport have been told to stock this book.First the technicalities: On the night of January 10, 1992, an enormous 
container ship from China, crossing the north Pacific, ran into a storm and eventually lost several tractor trailer sized 
containers to the sea. This actually happens quite often and some people get their kicks hunting down Adidas sneakers, 
or the ten thousand catchers mitts or hockey sticks that bob to the surface after the ocean pops the container open. But 
on this Friday night the cargo was 7,200 cartons of bath toys containing a green frog, a blue turtle, a red beaver, and, 
wait for it, a rubber duck (This makes 28,800 floating bath toys.). But forget those other toys, we focus on the 7,200 
Rubber Ducks. These Rubber Ducks are just like the GMG Rubber Duck. Born in a blow mold in China. Our Rubber 
Duck made the trip safely much earlier. Her container ship pulled into Seattle in 1984, was offloaded to a truck 
destined for Shelcore Inc in Somerset, New Jersey. It then was sent to a novelty shop on Cape Ann where David Platt 
of Rockport purchased it to decorate the bathroom. For fifteen years Rubber Duck left a sheltered life before she met 
Homie the Seagull down on Granite Pier and we all know where that part of the story has ended up But back to the 
roaming 7,200 rubber ducks. Donovan Hohn read an article about them and the search for information took over his 
life from 2005 to 2008. One month he would be pulling a red beaver off the beach of an Alaskan Island, the next 
month he would be on an ice breaker travelling the northwest passage above Canada. Along the way Donovan learns a 
lot about ocean currents, maritime regulations, the weather, the climate, the sailor Ishmael of Moby Dick fame, as well 
as how to be a father.He meets a lot of people, most of whom think he is a bit daft, Has thou seen the White Whale? 
Has thou seen the Rubber Duck? A page turner to the end, you will find yourself a bit more knowledgable about the 
ocean after having read it. Do you know about the great gyre, the garbage patch, swirling in the Pacific to the North of 
Hawaii? I thought I did but was surprised that the real floating dead zone of plastic is much different than what is 
reported. Hohn brings no agenda to his search for the Rubber Duck. He started with a simple question, did a Rubber 
Duck really go through the Bering Strait, up over the Northwest passage, and land on a beach in England? In the end, 
it isnt the answer, but the journey that matters, and we all learn a lot by tagging along.4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. An Educational AccountBy Sheila ShortellI am reading Moby-Duck, by Donovan Hohn. I 
find it quite interesting and informative, especially on the topics of ecology and ocean currents. When I started making 
notes of pages that had bits of information and quotes I wanted to reference later, I did not expect the large volume of 
references I would find. About half the pages have something. One quote I especially like is, "Why do we like to walk 
on the beach?...all the cells inside our bodies realize they're close to their mom." This is from Curtis Ebbesmeyer, 
retired oceanographer, in Seattle, Washington. As an amateur beachcomber (I do it because I love it,) I was fascinated 
with Moby-Duck because there were explanations of the movement of flotsam and jetsam on the ocean waves and 
currents. I have never read any other account that explained how and why things drift to their landing places. In Moby-
Duck I found there even is a publication about beachcombing--Beachcombers' Alert! published by Curtis Ebbesmeyer. 
Book review readers will likely know by now that the theme of Moby-Duck is an account of part of a shipment of 
plastic bath toys broken loose from their bindings and catapulted into the Pacific Ocean during a dramatic storm, 
January 10, 1992. They were in huge containers, 8 feet wide by 20 or 40 feet long. At least one container burst in the 
crash, the rubber toys spilled into the sea. The story tracks the routes of winds and ocean currents that move water and 
materials around in the oceans. Along with the bath toys, I read about shipments on other ships that break loose and 
crash into the deep--shoes, sneakers and sandals, computer monitors, things that float. "Ghost nets" were disturbing. 
They are high-seas drift nets, 15 miles long! Broken loose from fishermen, these nylon nets roll up into a huge ball, 
tangling animals, catching on coral reefs, killing anything in their paths. I learned about chemicals that break down 
from lost or discarded items floating in sea water, and what they can do to plants and sea creatures. I was disturbed to 
find that beach clean-up operations get grants from polluters like BP, Chevron, or Dow Chemical. These grants give a 
positive twist to the corporate reputations while nothing is done to stop the pollution they cause. Oddly enough, half 
way through the book, the bath toys were taken off the market, after they were found to have a high level of lead. On 
investigation, Hohn found that it is up to the manufacturers to make sure a toy is safe, the government agents find out 
about the problems later. The vast majority of toys found in US stores are made in China, in sweat shops. Shouldn't we 
have some suspicion about the quality of what we get from such sources? I have not finished reading the book yet. I'll 
keep reading it. It is like no other I have found. I don't expect a solution to the problem of pollution of the oceans, but 
an education is helpful.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. froggies and beavers and ducks, oh my!By 
Jersey GirlWhen I first heard about this book I immediately downloaded it onto my Kindle. Who could resist the story 
of 28,000 polyethylene bath toys falling into the drink from the three-story height of a cargo ship during an Arctic 



storm in 1992? I needed to read the book in smallish doses and an ebook wasn't the best way to do it. I wanted to go 
back, forward, re-read passages without getting lost, slosh around in the story the way the ducks (who weren't made of 
rubber) floated around the various oceans of the world. I wanted to underline in pencil, carry it around until the pages 
were salt and cappuccino-stained. The way I imagine my book would look if I were really with Donovan Hohn on the 
beaches of Alaska, Hawaii, or in a boat on the North Pacific. I'd even enjoy his company in the Arctic. But paper, 
ebook, or oral tale, the story compels.Hohn became obsessed with tracing the sea-going course of the lost toys. 
Specifically, rubber duck icons of ageless nostalgia. The beginning of his journeying couldn't have come at a more 
inconvenient time, as he and his wife were soon expecting their first child. But the pull to untangle the mystery 
surrounding the spill and the occasional appearance of a toy thousands of miles and years away, were too strong to 
ignore. Most people dream of secret adventure, but how many of us actually manifest it? He did. And along the way 
got involved with a cast of diverse characters and facts. He wrote: "I was improvising, surrendering to happenstance, 
riding the drift, and with every passing day the drift was leading me into wilder waters". In his hands, the quest 
becomes universal and accessible to us.I looked forward to personal narrative as a diversion from the information-
packed story. I'm not a scientific type and there were times when my mind wandered and I skipped ahead. It was as if 
the facts sometimes got caught in eddies of thick seaweed. I longed to rake it away and release them, but Hohn is a 
wise writer and did it without my help. And the information was still there if I wanted it.In spite of adventure, back 
breaking work (literally in Hohn's case), references to Moby Dick, and clear details, what hovers like a silently 
gathering tsunami is the treachery of tons of zombie-plastic in the waters of our planet. What remains in my mind, 
besides the eternally mythical bobbing ducks, are images of baby seabirds ingesting what will kill them, pristine 
beaches become garbage dumps, remote seas swirling with the world's disposables. This book is a good read and may 
become the wake-up call we need.

A compulsively readable narrative of whimsy and curiosity- "adventurous, inquisitive, and brightly illuminating" 
(Janet Maslin, The New York Times).When the writer Donovan Hohn heard of the mysterious loss of thousands of 
bath toys at sea, he figured he would interview a few oceanographers, talk to a few beachcombers, and read up on 
Arctic science and geography. But questions can be like ocean currents: wade in too far, and they carry you away. 
Hohn's accidental odyssey pulls him into the secretive arena of shipping conglomerates, the daring work of Arctic 
researchers, the lunatic risks of maverick sailors, and the shadowy world of Chinese toy factories. Moby-Duck is a 
journey into the heart of the sea and an adventure through science, myth, the global economy, and some of the worst 
weather imaginable.


