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Michael Checchio : Mist on the River: An Angler's Quest for Steelhead  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mist on the River: An Angler's Quest for Steelhead: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very nice job, good knockaround description of the rivers and ...By 
Pete in NYVery nice job, good knockaround description of the rivers and the essence of steelhead fishing, not overly 
flowery or meditative, which is a relief, and a nice look a a particular environment.0 of 0 people found the following 
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review helpful. Five StarsBy MattExcellent book, perfect for passing the time while you can not be out fishing 
yourself!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great ReadBy Eric**Very well written. A great book 
whether youre a die hard steelhead angler or novice. I felt like I was on the water with the author.

As he says in the prologue to his book, Michael Checchio likes his fly-fishing on big western rivers where there are 
lots of mountains to look at, and where the steelhead don't come out of a hatchery but are born as nature intended, in 
the cold gravel of a clean stream. He finds all this and more up in British Columbia on his search for some of the last 
great runs of wild steelhead left on earth.Steelhead, the great sea-run rainbow trout of the Pacific Northwest, have long 
been sought by fly-fishermen. To Checchio, they have become a powerful symbol for the last of the wild in the Pacific 
Northwest and are to the Northwest what lions are to the Serengeti. And like their cousins, the salmon, they are among 
the species of fish most threatened by the modern world.A passionate fly-fisherman, Checchio discovered steelhead 
when he moved to the West Coast a little more than a decade ago. Fishing for ever diminishing returns of these 
magnificent fish in the rivers of northern California and Oregon, he dreamed of faraway waters in Alaska and 
Kamchatka, where he might find the last strongholds of wild steelhead remaining on the planet. Finally, he was able to 
take a dream vacation north to experience for the first time the steelhead Valhalla awaiting the fly-fisherman in British 
Columbia.Michael Checchio has been praised by the fishing community as a passionate writer on the plight of the 
great outdoors and the steelhead trout. But this book is not written just for the fly-fishing fraternity, but rather to the 
general reader who has a love of nature and the outdoors, and a deep interest in the fate of wildlife and the future of 
the environment. Checchio's personal steelhead journey leads him on a quest toward rivers and landscapes ever more 
pristine and wild, providing illuminating sights and thoughts along the way. 

From Publishers WeeklyThe steelhead trout, totem game fish of the Pacific Northwest, has inspired a regional writer's 
shelf that might include the best of angling literature: Zane Grey, Roderick Haig-Brown, Steve Raymond and Edward 
Hoagland. Checchio (A Clear, Well-Lighted Stream) jumps to the head of the form with this short "steelhead quest," 
just the sort of rookie yarn and quixotic on-the-water travelogue that angling markets love. There are plenty of fishing 
tales on the fabled rivers of (mostly) British Columbia and Oregon, but the action is seamlessly blended with 
intelligent observations about the mythos of migratory fish for anglers and for the region. The 20th-century dilemma 
of managing salmon and other wild fish as natural systems under competing logging, water and power use never mind 
for recreation has been well-reported lately, yet Checchio shows that it's still worth discussing over dinner with him at 
the Streamboat Lodge on the Umpqua. The title notwithstanding (B.C.'s Skeena is "the river of mists"), Checchio 
writes with none of the obtuse sentimentality and formulaic conservation pleas that today's angling writers rely on. He 
deftly evokes a time, a vibrant natural system and a culture that may be gone before we learn how to preserve such 
rivers. Migratory steelhead and salmon are the teetering icons of wilderness in the Pacific Northwest; this is a cold-
eyed look at the last truly wild fishery in North America. Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.About the 
AuthorMochael Checchio is the author of A Clean, Well-Lighted Stream, a collection of fly-fishing essays, and 
Sundown Legends, a book about the American desert Southwest. His sporting essays have appeared in Gray's Sporting 
Journal, Fly Rod Reel, Trout, Flyfisher, and California Fly Fisher. He lives in San Francisco and when he is not 
steelhead fishing, he is thinking about it. 


