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Anthony Walton : Mississippi: An American Journey  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Mississippi: An American Journey: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting PerspectiveBy MarthaWell written in memoir style, the 
author takes a journey into his past. He ruminates about the culture and his candid responses to prejudice and progress. 
Interesting and it was interesting and helpful to me to come to understand his perspective.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. good bookBy Suraj Pbook was great! amazing story. shipping was fast, book was brand 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0679777415


new.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Amy ScruggsEasy to read

To most Americans, Mississippi is not a state but a scar, the place where segregation took its ugliest form and struck 
most savagely at its challengers. But to many Americans, Mississippi is also home. And it is this paradox, with all its 
overtones of history and heartache, that Anthony Waltonwhose parents escaped Mississippi for the relative civility of 
the Midwestexplores in this resonant and disquieting work of travel writing, history, and memoir. Traveling from the 
Natchez Trace to the yawning cotton fields of the Delta and from plantation houses to air-conditioned shopping malls, 
Walton challenged us to see Mississippi's memories of comfort alongside its legacies of slavery and the Klan. He 
weaves in the stories of his family, as well as those of patricians and sharecroppers, redneck demagogues and martyred 
civil rights workers, novelists and bluesmen, black and white. Mississippi is a national saga in brilliant microcosm, 
splendidly written and profoundly moving. 

From Publishers WeeklyAt 30, Walton, a black man raised middle-class in Illinois, found himself questioning his 
identity and his heritage. So he took a journey both southerly and inward, through Mississippi, where his parents grew 
up and where American racism has been most entrenched. His tale meanders, combining travelogue, interviews, 
meditation, even his own poetry (awkwardly used to punctuate sections); one section consists of a chorus of voices, 
including those of Faulkner, Ellison and bluesman Robert Johnson. Certain moments resonate, such as Walton's visits 
to a historically preserved plantation and to the Ole Miss campus, full of Confederate memorabilia. He comes to 
appreciate the enormous effort of his "taciturn, often remote" father to give his son the privileges he himself never had. 
Walton's conclusion: we must learn the history of Mississippi to understand America's racial dilemma. His book is one 
of deeply felt inquiry, but it suffers from its poor organization. Photos. Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From Scientific AmericanEssential reading for anyone who wishes to understand the troubled soul of the South. 
"Affecting.... A compassionate meditation on this country and South, their past, present, and future."- Willie Morris 
The New York Times Book "Essential reading for anyone who wishes to understand the troubled soul of the South."- 
Caryl Phillips, author of Crossing the River"Wonderfully illuminating and always interesting."- Richard Bernstein, 
The New York Times 


