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Short Novels from Debut (New Russian Writing): 

These two novels by Debut Prize finalists present typical provincial towns in central Russia and a gallery of modern-
day types: radically minded youths, ruthless thugs, drunken intellectuals, the local elite, and failed fortune seekers. The 
heroes are yearning for faraway glamorous cities and trying to find their identities. They suffer through various weird 
misadventures, but for many readers their tales may be a survival guide. A vivid portrait of the younger generation in 
today's Russia: stunned by their first painful contacts with harsh reality. The authors will present the book at BEA 
2011 in New York.

Kuzechkins style sparkles with colorful dialogues, street talk and bon mots Very good read For many people this short 
novel may become a manual of survival Novy Mir magazineKuzechkins book reads effortlessly it is a fine 
contribution to the Nizhni Novgorod page in Russian literature. Novaya GazetaKostin follows the best traditions of 
20th century Russian literature. His characters are real heroes who are not averse to the currently unfashionable 
romantic aspirations. Their quest for the truth brings disillusionment but at the same time humility, a rare virtue 
nowadays. And they also come to realize that no matter what happens while there is life there is hope. Novy Mir 
magazine 


