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David C. Lott : Medicine Park: Oklahoma's First Resort (Images of America)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Medicine Park: Oklahoma's First Resort (Images of 
America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Loved the bookBy SKLoved the book. My husband bought one for 
me this past fall when we visited Medicine Park. My daddy always took us there for vacations when I was a little girl 
and I have very fond memories. So for a Christmas gift I got one for my brother - he was thrilled with it. It brought 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0738577456


back a lot of sweet memories.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Jeanie U.Great history 
about a very interesting, and little known, Oklahoma town that was originally built as a resort.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. The inclusion of bountiful photographs culled from museum and personal archives also 
gives a glimpse into a bygone era while proBy Julie H.This book is a condensed history about the beginnings of 
Medicine Park, Oklahoma as a family resort and gateway to the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge. It also tells a tale 
of a town determined to survive when the fad of resorts gave way to economic and social progression. The inclusion of 
bountiful photographs culled from museum and personal archives also gives a glimpse into a bygone era while 
providing a beautiful pictorial history to study.Short and concise but full of interesting photos, facts, and tidbits, this 
book was time well spent on a fascinating town that has managed to retain its quaint charm from days long past. Good 
read!

The historic cobblestone community of Medicine Park was founded on July 4, 1908, as Oklahomas first planned 
resort. It is located in southwest Oklahoma at the entry to the Wichita Mountains National Wildlife Refuge, the second 
most visited wildlife refuge in the country, hosting 1.5 million annual visitors. Through the political connections of 
founder Sen. Elmer Thomas, the resort enjoyed a great deal of early success. Tourists flocked to the area to enjoy 
mountains, wildlife, swimming, fishing, food, and lodging. From its founding through the 1930s, it became a getaway 
to relax, chum-around, gamble, and even partake in some illegal bootleg whisky. Medicine Park became known as the 
jewel of the Southwest. There was a spa, dance hall, bathhouse, general store, school, hydroelectric plant, and cafe, 
along with creek swimming and tennis courts. Following World War II, the resort was subject to economic struggles 
that lasted more than four decades. Today much of the resort town of 400 has been restored and revitalized, and there 
is renewed excitement about its future.

About the AuthorDavid C. Lottgraphic designer, Web site developer, and entrepreneurresides in Medicine Park. He 
has been an advocate for preservation, restoration, and revitalization of the resort for two decades. 


