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Gary Bevington : Maya for Travelers and Students: A Guide to Language and Culture in Yucatan  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Maya for Travelers and 
Students: A Guide to Language and Culture in Yucatan: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A necessary workBy zachI've destroyed one copy of this book 
carrying it around Yucatan and I plan to destroy another next month. Awesome writing style, very approachable, and 
dare I say fun?Not all of it holds up after so many years, and a version with updated spellings would be amazing. 
(Mostly he uses h where most contemporary spellers recommend a j, and he doesn't mark tone shifts.) But his knack 
for explaining Maya language and culture, his cheesy sense of humor, and the ease with which he tackles complex 
linguistic ideas make this a necessary part of any Mayanist or general linguist's library. This is how all introductions to 
indigenous languages should be written.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. KINDLE rendition pretty 
badBy MillerAs others have commented, this is a really helpful book. The Kindle version, not so much: the 
vocabulary section, which comprises about half of the printed version (I have both), is comprised of scanned images of 
the pages, which (1) Makes it very difficult to read on Kindle (open the image, zoom in on it, and move it around till 
you locate what you're looking for) and (2) Means you can't search for or highlight individual terms. In effect, about 
half the book is useless as a reference.I regret having bought the Kindle version. :-\0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Probably the best book on Maya aroundBy RaymondProbably the best book on Maya around. A bit 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0292708386


dry and technical. The writer is more of a intellectual than a novelist, but he explains the complex geammer of this 
ancient language precisely.

The Yucatan Peninsula draws many North American and European travelers each year to view the ruins of the pre-
Columbian Classical Maya civilization and the abundant native flora and fauna. For these travelers, as well as 
armchair travelers and students, Gary Bevington has prepared the first general English-language introduction to 
Yucatec Maya, the native language of the people indigenous to the region. Written in nontechnical terms for learners 
who have a basic knowledge of simple Mexican Spanish, the book presents easily understood, practical information 
for anyone who would like to communicate with the Maya in their native language. In addition to covering the 
pronunciation and grammar of Maya, Bevington includes invaluable tips on learning indigenous languages "in the 
field." Most helpful are his discussions of the cultural and material worlds of the Maya, accompanied by essential 
words and expressions for common objects and experiences. A Maya-English-Spanish glossary with extensive usage 
examples and an English-Maya glossary conclude the book. Note: The supplemental audiocasette, Spoken Maya for 
Travelers and Students, is now available as a free download.


