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GraceE Stoltz : Convent Lifeand Beyond before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Convent Life and Beyond:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Tellsit like it wasBy Phyllis Schoonhovenl admire Grace Stoltz's
courage and honesty to write about her experience of having entered a convent at the tender age of 15. She clearly
states the stuggles she faced as she left her family to travel her jouney of faith. She takes usto places we have never
been... and tho she sometimes disagreed with the discipline and rules, she continued due to her devotion to God. Even


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1432705946

when she finally |eft the convent, she continued with her strong faith in Christ and never waversin her desire to serve
God. Itisastory of alifelived in faith....4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Convent Life and Beyond
Reader ReviewByYy L. D. AndersonThis book really captures the human emotions every young person experiences as
they journey into and through early adult hood. The author shows true courage in her forthright and completely honest
description of her spiritual, teaching and family experiences. Although most of us did not attempt convent life, we
dealt with supervisors, irrelevance and opposition to change. But,not many of us could be so disclosing in such a
public venue. Many readers will be comforted and relieved to see how commonly we all share our human insecurities
and frustrations. Being a cradle Catholic and having experienced afirst year of teaching many years aago, | identified
with her through the entire story.Reviewer Karen Anderson3 of 4 people found the following review helpful.
Interesting and thought-provokingBy Allen L. Weddelll feel the author had wonderful way of presenting her thoughts
in literary form.Her way of presenting the information is captivating as well as causing you not to want to put the book
down.Not being a Cathalic, | found myself moving in and out of many emotions especially hearing about many past
rituals that had gotten a grip on the religions people of that day and their opposition to change.l also could sharein the
many steps the author took in her life as she continually was vulnerable to ridicule and sometimes hatred.

The life which is unexamined is not worth living. (Socrates)Thisis the story of my family of nine siblings and my
faith-filled mother, Bessie. My mostly-absentee father, Glid. traveled with aroad construction crew after he lost his
beloved farm during the Great Depression. My mother's courage in raising our family despite hard and sometimes
tragic times was always an inspiration to me. This story relates my faith progression from age fifteen when | entered
the convent against my parents advice. It describes the joy and hardships that | encountered in the convent. Many
people influenced my life, strengthening my faith and increased my trust in the Lord. The changes advocated by
Vatican Il caused great upheavalsin many people's lives. These changes profoundly affected my life and brought
about events that eventually lead me to serve God outside convent life. It describes the trauma | felt coming back into
aworld that had become foreign to me after spending so many yearsin an isolated environment. It is my hope that this
story will inspire people of every faith to put their trust in awise God who always opens new doors when others
choose to close those that have been most sacred and familiar.



