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Rich Freeman, Sue Freeman : Cobblestone Quest: Road Tours of New York's Historic Buildings  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cobblestone Quest: Road 
Tours of New York's Historic Buildings: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Resource for Cobblestone Structures in NY StateBy Buffalo 
galThis well researched guidebook provides tours of various lengths, throughout New York State. Starting with 
common terminology and illustrated with helpful photos, this is a gem for those sharing a fascination with the use of 
these natural building materials. Who knew the artisans could be so resourceful and creative!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Cobblestone QuestBy Diane SutliffI first learned of this style construction on a visit to the 
Rochester area for my middle son's wedding. Upon returning home, I researched the web and learned about this book 
on the subject. The book is very detailed on where to find these building through various tours within the state and 
begins with a brief description on how these building are constructed. I plan to use it when I return to these areas to 
find the structures. My only regret is that there are no color pictures of any of the buildings, which are very colorful in 
person and adds another dimension to their beauty.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Benificial GiftBy 
StevensThe friend to whom it was sent as a gift reports that it will make a great addition to his library. He himself lives 
in one of the Cobblestone houses mentioned in the book.

17 self-guided tours for observing the history and diversity of unique cobblestone buildings. Historical Secrets 
Revealed Learn why, during a mere 35-year span in the middle of the 19th century, approximately 700 cobblestone 
structures were erected within a 65-mile radius of Rochester, New York, and no where else. Many have endured the 
test of time and stand today as monuments to human ingenuity in using available resources. Learn about this creative 
building technique and about the lives of the early pioneers who developed it. Go See For Yourself On the tours youll 
view a diversity of cobblestone buildings, including homes, farmhouses, barns, stagecoach taverns, smokehouses, 
stores, churches, schools, factories, and more. Each cobblestone building is a unique work of folk art, created by local 
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craftsmen. Enjoy the tours by car, motorcycle or bicycle.

"A terrific guide to this unusual construction method." -- Donald S. Hall, Rochester, NYA terrific guide to this unusual 
construction method. --Donald S. Hall, Rochester, NYAbout the AuthorRich and Sue Freeman, decided to make their 
living from what they lovebeing outdoors. In 1996 they left corporate jobs to spend six months hiking 2,200 miles on 
the Appalachian Trail from Georgia to Maine. That adventure deepened their love of the outdoors and inspired them to 
share this love by introducing others to the joys of hiking. Since most people dont have the option (let alone the desire) 
to undertake a six-month trek, they decided to focus on short hikes, near home. The result was the first edition of Take 
A Hike! Family Walks in the Rochester Area. They went on to explore hiking, backpacking, bicycling, skiing, and 
snowshoeing trails, waterfalls, and waterways for paddling throughout central and western New York State. Along the 
way, they kept discovering unique and beautiful places in this region. Driving to the trails and waterways often took 
them down back country roads were they saw unusual potato houses; to quote an architectural student visiting the area 
from New York City. Of course, these werent potato houses at all. They were cobblestone houses. They not only 
inspired the architectural student, but they inspired the Freemans to find out more and share their find with others. 
Cobblestone Quest is the result of that curiosity. This is the Freemans 14th guidebook. Rich and Sue have a passion for 
adventure and inquisitiveness that continues. They have hiked the 500-mile-long Bruce Trail in Ontario, Canada, hiked 
on the Florida Trail, hiked across northern Spain on the Camino de Santiago Trail and hiked a 500-mile section of the 
International Appalachian Trail in Quebec, Canada. They have trekked to the top of Mt. Kilimanjaro, the highest 
mountain in Africa. Recently (in addition to exploring New Yorks cobblestone buildings), they hiked the tropical 
forests and volcanic peaks of wild Hawaii and hiked across England. On bicycles they have crossed New York State 
on the Erie Canalway Trail and pedaled the CO Canal Trail from Washington D.C. to Cumberland, Maryland. Since 
beginning their new career writing and publishing guidebooks, the Freemans have pared down their living expenses 
and are enjoying a simpler lifestyle. They now have control of their own destiny and the freedom to head out for a 
refreshing respite or to follow a new interest when the urge strikes. Still, their life is infinitely more cluttered than 
when they carried all their worldly needs on their backs for six months on the Appalachian Trail. 


