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"In many ways the story of the survey and first settlement of Cleveland has been made familiar to the public. It has 
been told at pioneer gatherings, reproduced in newspapers and periodicals, enlarged upon in directory prefaces and 
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condensed for works of topographical reference. Within a short time Col. Charles Whittlesey has gathered up, 
collected, and arranged the abundant materials for the Early History of Cleveland in a handsome volume bearing that 
title. But Col. Whittlesy's volume closes with the war of 1812, when Cleveland was still a pioneer settlement with but 
a few families. The history of the growth of that settlement to a village, its development into a commercial port, and 
then into a large and flourishing city, with a busy population of a hundred thousand persons, remained mostly 
unwritten, and no part of it existing in permanent form. "


