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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Eye opening glimpse into the history of NYCBy NicoleThis book is 
an amazing glimpse into the history of New York City. I was a newcomer to NYC and after a year there I found this 
book. It accelerated how much I was learning about the city and what different places had been through. I was learning 
amazing things most New Yorkers don't know and it sparked many great conversations. Also helped make me an 
excellent tour guide for visitors1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great book. I love New York 
historyBy johnGreat book. I love books on old New York history. It shows the history of New York with walking 
tours.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. If you love New York and you enjoy historyBy CustomerIf 
you love New York and you enjoy history, this book is great fun! Lots of information about the growth, people and 
events of NYC.

Did you know that Central Park was built on Seneca Village, a community of modest farms, also known as a safe 
haven for runaway slaves? Did you know Washington Square Park used to be a potters field? Author James Roman, a 
native New Yorker, brings to this guide an intimate knowledge and love of New Yorks neighborhoods and the quirks 
of history that have helped shape the city. Discover 400 years of innovation through the true stories of the visionaries, 
risk-takers, dreamers, and schemers such as John Jacob Astor, Cornelius Vanderbilt, Stanford White, Gertrude 
Whitney and more with historical photographs and period maps. This second edition includes a new Broadway chapter 
and completely updated walking tours. A Must Read for anyone who loves New York City.

A fun, intelligent walk through New Yorks past Library JournalAn ingenious approach . . . This hybrid history-slash-
guide to New York encourages active participation in history, and expands our understanding of how the city reinvents 
itself. Examiner.com 


