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William H. Tyre : Chicago's Historic Prairie Avenue (Images of America Series)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Chicago's Historic Prairie Avenue (Images of America 
Series): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. I was disappointedBy kbylsmaI was very disappointed that my Great 
Grandfather's (George E. Wood) mansion on 2801 S. Prairie Avenue was not mentioned. The only reason I bought the 
book was because I thought his mansion would be in it since it is on Prairie Avenue. Today it is a historical landmark. 
It is a finely-preserved Queen Anne-style mansion built in 1885. The book has other mansions that were not on Prairie 
Ave., the title is misleading.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy cdnIt's exactly what is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0738552127


hoped it would be.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great look at YesteryearBy Kristen L. 
HenschenAfter visiting Prairie Avenue it is interesting to see photos of some of the houses that are no longer on this 
block...very interesting book with great images and info.

Prairie Avenue evolved into Chicagos most exclusive residential street during the last three decades of the 19th 
century. The citys wealthiest citizensMarshall Field, Philip Armour, and George Pullmanwere soon joined by dozens 
of Chicagos business, social, and civic leaders, establishing a neighborhood that the Chicago Herald proclaimed a 
cluster of millionaires not to be matched for numbers anywhere else in the country. Substantial homes were designed 
by the leading architects of the day, including William Le Baron Jenney, Burnham and Root, Solon S. Beman, and 
Richard Morris Hunt. By the early 1900s, however, the neighborhood began a noticeable transformation as many 
homes were converted to rooming houses and offices, while others were razed for construction of large plants for the 
printing and publishing industry. The rescue of the landmark Glessner house in 1966 brought renewed attention to the 
area, and in 1979, the Prairie Avenue Historic District was designated. The late 1990s saw the rebirth of the area as a 
highly desirable residential neighborhood known as the South Loop.

About the AuthorWilliam H. Tyre is executive director of the Glessner House Museum, H. H. Richardsons 
masterpiece of residential design that features an extraordinary collection of original English and American arts and 
crafts furnishings. 


