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Irving Cutler : Chicago: Metropolis of the Mid-Continent, 4th Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Chicago: Metropolis of the Mid-Continent, 4th Edition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is a great book for the enthusiastic train person in your lifeBy 
shortyThis is a great book for the enthusiastic train person in your life. If he already has a library of train books, then 
this belongs with them.Shorty0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy RebeccaFast shipping! 
Just as described. Thx!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Comprehensive view of ChicagoBy Jerry 
SapersteinIrving Cutler is clearly in love with Chicago, which he calls the "metropolis of the Mid-Continent". It is not 
a starry-eyed love that blinds him to the faults of the city, but rather a mature love that sees the object of his affections 
clearly. Cutler describes the history of the city, its constantly morphing neighborhoods as they change from rich to 
poor and back again, populated by every imaginable ethnic group. He describes the geography which, even as a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0809327023


practically lifelong resident, I find I was not fully familiar with. No aspect of the city is left untouched. Education, 
culture, the business history (which is fascinating), the future. The book is profusely illustrated with photographs and 
charts. Books like this are often boring. This one isn't. The vibrancy of Chicago, past and present, is well captured by 
Irving Cutler who is clearly very much in love the city. Well worth reading even by the person who has never been to 
Chicago and has no intention of visiting - and very well worth the attention of every resident of Chicago. A 
remarkable book.Jerry

Chicago: Metropolis of the Mid-Continent provides a comprehensive portrayal of the growth and development of 
Chicago from the mudhole of the prairie to todays world-class city. This completely revised fourth edition skillfully 
weaves together the geography, history, economy, and culture of the city and its suburbs with a special emphasis on 
the role of the many ethnic and racial groups that comprise the real Chicago of its neighborhoods. Cutler demonstrates 
how the geography of Chicagoland and the influx of a diverse population spurred transportation, industrial technology, 
the economy, and sporadic planning to foster rapid urban growth, which brought both great progress and severe 
problems.Through insightful analysis, Cutler also traces the demographic and societal changes to Chicago, critically 
examining such problems as the environment, education, racial tension, crime, welfare, housing, employment, and 
transportation. Richly illustrated with nearly three hundred drawings, photos, maps, and tables, the volume includes 
six appendices with sections dedicated to Chicago facts, population growth and income data, weather and climate, 
significant dates, and historic sites.

Far and away the best brief historical and geographical introduction to the development of the Chicago area.Walter J. 
Kelly, Metro, Chicago Council for Social Studies 


