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A.A. Gill : AA Gill isAway before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised AA Gill is Away:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Caustic Travel AdviceBy Springleringl read Gill's "The Angry
Island” first, and this book second. In "The Angry Island” heis, very, very, very angry, caustic, mean spirited, uppity,
and with awhole arsenal of axesto grind. But, he also has a command of the English language | could forgive
anything for.l find this book's writing to be more relaxed and enjoyabl e, though equally well written, and though he
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claimsto have forcibly injected humor at the suggestion of his editor, | suspect it was always there, just hidden under
all that anger, awaiting the chance to boil up (an apt description of his humor). Do not be mistaken, though. Thisisa
biting, sarcastic, pointed series of chapters on places we think we want to go but shouldn't; ought to go but can't or
won't; or now having heard of , would much prefer to go voyeuristically.l thought the chapter about The-Subject-
Which-May-Not-Be-Mentioned-on- (but which rhymes with "torn ography") segment was out of placein a"travel"
book, but (and this coming from a blushing belle who would look at any point in aroom to avoid looking at a naughty
picture) | thought it was super. Funny, interesting, entertaining, and yes, what a shame, as he points out.Too bad the
name "Lonely Planet" was already taken. That would have summed this book up in a heartbeat. | am almost reluctant
to hope there is a second book in the series, though, for fear that more of these hell holes exist.BTW, | took this book
on a beach vacation. My husband, who seldom reads anything other than militaria, ended up taking it away from me
after | started laughing uncontrollably over the description of the breakfast table in Jerusalem, and finishing it himself,
and then my brother, who reads only scientific material, asked to haveit. Three widely varying tastesin literature, and
all enjoyed yet.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A materpieceBy Book FiendThank you AA Gill, for
your incisive, insightful, intrepid, intelligent and incredibly beautiful writing. Y our Sudan note made me cry. But why
are so anti-Japan? In any event, | am glad | read your book. Now | will read everything else you have written. A big
thanks again. People like you make reading fulfilling.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Prost!By
HelenWhatever he writes - read it. Some may be scathing, some may be extremely opinionated but all will be
insightful, interesting, astonishing and directional - as you will haveto visit any if these places. Often hysterical.
Lyrical prose with absolute bite. | will read anything he's written and wish | could get his columns too! London, the
world (incl America), food and restaurants will never be viewed the same.

A. A. Gill is one of the most feared writers in London, noted--according to the New Y ork Times--for his "rapier wit."
Some even consider the mere assignment of a subject to Gill a hostile act. But when the notice"AA GILL ISAWAY™
runsin the Sunday Times of London, the city can rest peacefully in the knowledge that the writer is off traveling. "My
editor asked me what | wanted from journalism and | said the first thing that came into my head--1'd like to interview
places. To treat aplace asif it were a person, to go and listen toit, ask it questions, observe it the way you would
interview a politician or apop star,” Gill writes. Upon hisreturn, readers are treated to an account of his vacations to
places like famine-stricken Sudan, the pornography studios of California's San Fernando Valley, the dying Aral Seaor
the seedy parts of Kaliningrad. The result is one of the most fascinating, stylish and irreverent collections of travel
writing.

From Publishers Weeklylmagine Evelyn Waugh reborn as one of Nick Hornby's endearingly superficial protagonists,
and you have London's Sunday Times television and restaurant critic Gill: droll, astute, irritable, irritating and always
cleaver-sharp. Moving from Hiroshimato Kyoto, Gill carps about the Japanese, with their ways that differ greatly
from Gill's own, being "the people that aliens might be if they'd learnt Human by correspondence course and wanted to
slip in unnoticed." He barnstorms through Ethiopia, Russia, Argentina and elsewhere before heading home to England.
The anthology of travel essays opens with arguably Gill's finest sectionon Sudan, whose current horrors make his root-
cause impressions from 1998 required readingarguing how even those who care about mass suffering are "protected by
the one-way mirror of news." In Los Angeles, he makes a porn film: life on the set teaches him argot like "kung fu
death grip" and some unusual uses for pineapples. Compilationsinevitably draw episodes against one another, and this
oneisno different. Y et it maintains a high batting average from start to finish. Gill'saim isn't always on (only a Brit
would search for authentic barbecue in California), but usually it's his bald foreignness that makes him such a skilled
marksman. That, and the fact that he himself is such an original. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of
Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From Booklist* Starred * A self-described "mongrel Scot"--part English, part
Indian, born in Edinburgh--Gill has here collected 21 essays (dating from 1995 to 2001), presumably from hiswork as
a columnist for the Sunday Times of London, "AA Gill Is Away" being the notice the paper runs when Gill is out on
assignment. Hisinterests are omnivorous and take him places as diverse as Sudan, India, Cuba, Bethlehem, Japan, and
even the San Fernando Valley, where the author helped create a porn film. Gill can be mischievously funny, as when
he describes Westerners who do yoga in India as exercise, "which is abit like walking the Stations of the Cross as
aerobics." Yet he can write with the most penetrating tenderness and humility, as when he shares his visit to the most
destitute part of Sudan: "It is not staring at the face of starvation that thuds like a blow to your heart, it is having
starvation stare back at you." Thisis not conventional travel writing--not that of the newspaper travel section, or even
that of such classic writers as Simon Winchester, Pico lyer, and Jan Morris (see By the Seat of My Pants, reviewed on
p.24). It somehow feels more interactive, riskier, and more enduring. Alan MooresCopyright American Library
Association. All rightsreserved "A. A. Gill gives us a highly personalized and thrilling romp through the world's wild
side." --Christiane Amanpour, CNN"Thisis passionate, funny, heartfelt, superbly crafted writing on places and things
he clearly feels strongly about...I'm always happy when A. A. Gill is'away." --Anthony Bourdain, author of Kitchen



Confidential



