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From Belt Publishing : A Detroit Anthology before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised A Detroit Anthology:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. breathtakingBy ruth haberleyou dont need to live in Detroit, have
lived in Detroit or have any connection to the city to find this book as engrossing as | did. | felt arange emotions
reading this essays--1 cried at the sad tales of loss and displacement, laughed hilariously as some of the writers made
fun of how others see Detroit, learned about the history of race, urbanism and music in the city. When | was done |
wanted to move to Detroit, because it seems to sum up all the hope and longing and disappointments and hopes of any
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American city. Propsto the editor for choosing such arange of writers and topics and to al the writers for telling their
stories so well. Everyone should read this book to understand the Detroit, Detroiters, and the power of narrativesto
help understand a city.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGreat anthology of
different writings by and about Detroit,. Excellent! 0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. PresentBy colleen
bealeChristmas present for my daughter who does alot of photography in Detroit.

A unique perspective of the Motor City, this anthology combines stories told by both longtime residents and
newcomers from activists to teachers to artists to students. While Detroit has always been rich in stories, too often
those stories are told back to the city by outsiders looking in, believing they can explain Detroit back to itself. As
editor, Anna Clark writes in the introduction, "These are the stories we tell each other over late nights at the pub and
long afternoons on the porch. We share them in coffee shops, at church social hours, in living rooms, and while
waiting for the bus. These are stories full of hodding asides and knowing laughs. These are stories addressed to the
rhetorical "you" -with the ratcheted up language that comes with it-and these are stories that took real legwork to
investigate . . . You will not find 'positive’ stories about Detroit in this collection, or 'negative’ ones. But you will find
true stories." Featuring essays, photographs, art, and poetry by Grace Lee Boggs, John Carlisle, Desiree Cooper,
Dream Hampton, Steve Hughes, Jamaal May, Tracie McMillan, Marsha Music, Shaka Senghor, Thomas J. Sugrue,
and many others.

"What these writers share, despite their differences of age, race, gender, and temperament, is the understanding that
one has to know Detroit's history before even beginning to imagine how the city might move forward. Rather than
trying to explain Detroit, editor Anna Clark says she set out to capture 'the candid conversations Detroiters have with
other Detroiters.' She has succeeded spectacularly." The Daily Beast"A Detroit Anthologyis one of the surprise hits of
the year. While many books have been written on and about Detroit by writers who have visited, this anthology of
prose, poetry, and essays is written by the metro area's residents themselves ... it's the wide ethnic array of voices that
truly shows the facets of Detroit life." Ebony Magazine'A Detroit Anthology ... offers from-the-heart and on-the-
ground views of lifein America's Motor City." The Boston Globe "While the anthology doesn't seek to be complete, |
find it thorough. There are essays about sports and food and music, poems about school and fear and language. We get
the perspectives of Christian, Muslim, and Jewish Detroiters, Greek and black and biracial, hardworking and
unemployed and activist Detroiters, LGBT and blind and young and old, those who have left, those who have stayed,
those who have returned. We get anger and love, frustration and celebration. ... (a)wild and wonderful anthology."
Waxwing Literary "There is no cheap nostalgia or breathless boosterism. ... the book is athrilling success. It gives
voice to people who now live or once lived in this fascinating, tortured place, the survivors, good people who know
what pain is, people who understand that the city exerts an undying pull on them." The MillionsAbout the AuthorAnna
Clark isafreelancejournalist living in Detroit. Her writing has appeared in The New Y ork Times, The New Republic,
The American Prospect, Grantland, NBCNews.com, the Columbia Journalism , and other publications. She edited A
Detroit Anthology (2014) and she is the founder of Literary Detroit.



