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G. Wayne Dowdy : A Brief History of Memphis  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised A Brief History of Memphis: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Pretty Good History LessonBy Kindle CustomerThis is actually a 
pretty good book. I'm so accustomed to seeing bad books about Memphis that I wanted to put in a recommendation 
here. The book is short. The author tells you that in the title, so it can't be held against him. I'm a big Memphis history 
buff and still learned some things I didn't know. The pace is very fast and sometimes the brevity is almost comical, but 
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not in a bad way.This is not a thorough history of Memphis, but it's pretty good. There isn't anywhere else you'll find 
anything like a recent attempt to tell the story of Memphis from start to finish.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy Alexander O'BrienThis book was a great gift to a history buff!0 of 4 people found the following 
review helpful. A Brief History of MemphisBy JayIt was OK but not what I was expecting. I guess the write up on this 
gave me the impression of something else. I have read it entirely and now have it in a place of one of my book shelves.

No other southern city has a history quite like Memphis. First purchased in the early 1800s from natives to serve as a 
vital port for the emerging American river trade, the city flourished until the tumultuous years of the Civil War 
brought chaos and uncertainty. Yet the city survived. Through the triumphs and tragedies of the civil rights movement 
and beyond, Memphis endured it all. Despite its compelling story, no concise history of this home of soulful music and 
unmistakable flavor is available to modern readers. Thankfully, local historian and Memphis archivist G. Wayne 
Dowdy has filled this gap with a history of Memphis that is as vibrant and welcoming as the city itself. Join Dowdy as 
he tells the city's story as only a Memphian can.

About the AuthorG. Wayne Dowdy is the agency manager of the Memphis Public Library and Information Center's 
history department and Memphis and Shelby County Room. He holds a master's degree in history from the University 
of Arkansas and is a certified archives manager. He is the author of A Brief History of Memphis"; "Mayor Crump 
Don't Like It: Machine Politics in Memphis"; "Hidden History of Memphis" and "Crusades for Freedom: Memphis 
and the Political Transformation of the American South." 


