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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy BGreat1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Pinto Wye ArrestraBy william bultasThe photo of the arrastra is not a photo of the one at Pinto Wye. The 
heavy growth of junipers is only one tree. The description of this hike was inaccurate. A more reliable description is 
needed for adequate preparation for a hike.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. A Kid Friendly 
Introduction to the California DesertBy Fritz R. WardI own three guides written by John Krist and immensely enjoy 
both his writing style and approach to hiking. Unlike some Wilderness Press authors, Krist focuses on walks virtually 
anyone can enjoy. Long arduous treks of 10 or more miles simply do not appear in his books. Instead one is treated to 
a wide variety of short and pleasant outings. He even includes a "Child Rating" for each hike to help parents decide 
where to take their kids. Although I tend to prefer mountain and coastal hiking to walking in the desert, I have 
managed over the years to walk most of the trails in this book and generally found them pleasant breaks from my usual 
hiking routine.I am therefore somewhat surprised by the complaints of other reviewers. I found his maps easy to 
understand and use. His trail descriptions include adequate directions to the trailhead. Finally, Krist gives a solid 
introduction to natural and human history in the parks without being overly technical. I find this sort of background 
information adds to my enjoyment of a region. The only reason I give this book four stars and not five is for what Krist 
does not cover. It is simply unthinkable that a book on California Deserts should ignore Anza Borrego Desert State 
Park. For coverage of that region you simply need to look elsewhere. But the hikes Krist includes here are all winners.

The best way to appreciate the richness of the desert landscape is on foot. This book covers the best dayhikes in and 
around three desert parks and comes with original, accurate maps, photos, and tips on desert hiking.


