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Thomas J. Craughwell : 101 Places to Pray Before You Die: A Roamin' Catholic's Guide  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 101 Places to Pray Before You Die: A 
Roamin' Catholic's Guide: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Disappointed there are no pictures in this book and I ...By T. 
RichardDisappointed there are no pictures in this book and I can't believe you would leave out "The Grotto of The 
Redemption" in Westbend Iowa which is described as the 8th wonder of the world and believed to be the largest grotto 
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in the world! Also in Iowa is the beautiful Trinity Heights /Queen of Peace in Sioux City Iowa which is an amazing 
place to walk and pray and most amazing to see.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent stories 
cool placesBy Kaitlyn Mason(This book was given to me by the publisher in exchange for my honest review.) Ifound 
this book to befull of incrediblestories that I had never heardbefore, andunless youre an expert on Catholic history in 
the United States, youre probably going to be in the same boat.In 101 Places to Pray Before You Die, youll journey 
through each of the 50 states alphabetically, and learn about several places in each state thatseem well worth a 
visit.When I was on a cross country RV trip with my family duringmy summer break after 6th grade, we made a 
special stop at the Corn Palace. It was supposed to be amazing. Iremember my parents taking a picture of us ina photo 
op wooden board that made it look like our heads were connected to a giant ear of corn. Definitely not amazing.Yet, 
the sites in this book do seem to actually be worth your while, and I can attest to this because I have been to several of 
them myself. After providing descriptions and storiesassociated witheachplace,author Thomas J. Craughwell goes a 
step further by providing you with contact information, hours of operation, and a heads up if theres a major renovation 
or project going on that might interfere with drop-in style travel plans.This is a book about places, butyoull learn about 
them throughstories. The storytelling in this book is excellent. Youll learn fascinating and true anecdotes about wars, 
saints, authors, incredible artwork, historical sites, churches, little known hard working nuns, courageous priests, 
shrines, retreat centers, and more.This book can easily be read one state at a time to go along with your already made 
travel plans or if youd like to make a quick retreat in your home state, but Craughwell does a great job of holding 
interest if youd like to read it cover to cover as well. And you may find after reading it cover to cover, that it may be 
worth creating a trip of your own to go and visit these amazing places.Its worth knowing these places exist!What 
amazing site might you be driving or flying right by on your next vacation?4 of 4 people found the following review 
helpful. A great contribution to the genre.By RRThis is a valuable contribution to guidebooks and those books which 
feature unusual locations. Some of these are beautiful shrines, some are a bit off beat or quirky, all seem as if they 
would be great places to pray. I have visited some of the places featured, and have to say the descriptions are well 
done and complete.

Five million visitors crowd into St. Patricks Cathedral in New York each year. Hundreds of thousands annually pay 
homage to the Blessed Virgin at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. But Catholic 
travelers dont always realize that every state in the Union contains unique shrines, retreat houses, missions and other 
significant holy places. In 101 Places to Pray Before You Die, youll discover the unexpected, the somber, the 
whimsical and the inspiring spots that, at times, are hidden in plain sight.
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