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Susan Van Allen : 100 Places in Italy Every Woman Should Go  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised 100 Places in Italy Every Woman Should Go: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Fantastic Guide to Amazing PlacesBy cdispotoMost of the criticisms 
of this book appear to be that it's not your typical checklist-type guidebook. And it's true that it can't be your ONLY 
guide in Italy, especially if it's you first time. After all, the Colosseum isn't in the book and yet every woman (and 
person) should see it. But this book it about those special, unique, off the beaten path places.I am a man, but my wife 
brought this book on our three week trip to Italy and after a few days we made a it a mission to visit every place 
mentioned. From the gelato stands in all cities, paper shops in Venice, leather shops in Florence and restaurants in 
Rome, every place we ate or shopped was worth the visit.This is not a book a la Rick Steve's that will bombard you 
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with every hotel/restaurant/historic site in each city. It's the places to visiti AFTER you've seen the big stuff. Do you 
need ANOTHER book to tell you to see Pantheon? No, but you need one to tell you to visit nearby Armando al 
Pantheon for lunch (trust me).Get your big Fodor's/Rock Steve's/Froemmer's guide and bring this book too. You won't 
be sorry.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting... ButBy CustomerI love Italy altho I haven't 
seen nearly all the places described in the book... The writing was good and the descriptions charming... I do think 
there was a certain shallowness and self-indulgence running thru the book rather than any contemplation of deeper 
meanings and values I would have expected in a book of this nature1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Good book for experinced travelerBy N.O.65The book is good for someone who have already been to Italy and would 
like to deepen their experiences. I am not sure the information is organized in the best possible way. But maybe it is a 
meter of preference. Still think it is worth reading.

With passion, humor, and helpful tips, 100 Places in Italy Every Woman Should Go inspires women to discover places 
that will appeal to their spirits, senses, and quests for adventure. Susan Van Allen has explored Italy up and down the 
boot for over 30 years and shares the intriguing details and secrets of her favorite places, along with those shes 
gathered from her girlfriends, fellow writers, and savvy actresses. Each entry steers women to spots that will fulfill 
their Italian fantasies whether its exploring the palace where Audrey Hepburn lived in Roman Holiday, making a 
Carnevale mask in Venice, or admiring Botticellis The Birth of Venus in Florence. The cornucopia of choices is 
divided into categories, so whether a woman is in the mood for adventure, art history, or antipasto, Van Allen guides 
them to unforgettable pleasures. The book also includes recommendations for relaxing spas and beaches, splendid 
gardens, and places to taste Italys best gelato and chocolate and shop for treasured handicrafts.

This book makes me want to pack my bag with the lightest of clothing and follow Susan Van Allens alluring 
suggestions for traveling in Italy. Her knowledge reveals an intimacy with the country and a honed sense of adventure. 
Andiamo! Frances Mayes, author of Under the Tuscan SunVan Allen warms the room with her memories and 
imaginationprecise and true. The New York TimesIts as if Van Allen has left us a trail of succulent ravioli 
crisscrossing the country, and we follow along gleefully, nibbling on one delightful, enlightening morsel after 
another.Nan McElroy, author of Italy: Instructions for UseIve just returned from six weeks in Italy and how I wish Id 
had Van Allens book. It positively sparkles with delight in all matters female, which, it turns out, is an optimal way to 
reveal particularly delicious matters Italian. Italy has a new portrait: sexy and savvy. Makes a gal smile in English and 
Italian, to eat up this compendium of Italys most delectable womens outings. Anne Calcagno, author of Pray for 
Yourself and editor of Travelers Tales ItalyI knew that Italy was the land of la dolce vita and far niente, but this is the 
first book to present an organized way to find your way through her earthly and soulful wonders. I want all my 
girlfriends to have a copy of 100 Places. Camille Cusumano, editor of Italy, A Love StoryA wonderful gift for any 
woman traveling to Italy. With Van Allens advice you wont be overwhelmed and youll discover how nurturing it is to 
travel in a country that has honored us since we all descended from Venus.Marybeth Bond, author of Gutsy Women 
and Best Girlfriends Getaways WorldwidePart guidebook, part history, and part manual to the good life in the land of 
La Dolce Vita, Susan Van Allens magnum opus on all things Italian is essential reading for women (and men) who 
either want to get the most out of their next trip or want to be spirited back to their last. David Farley, author of An 
Irreverent Curiosity: In Search of the Church's Strangest Relic in Italy's Oddest TownSusan Van Allens writing makes 
the magic of Italy jump off the page. She has a knack for capturing the charms, quirks, and authenticity of this 
magnificent land. Dont go to Italy without reading this! Kathy McCabe, editor and publisher, Dream of Italy Travel 
NewsletterThat old Freudian chestnut'What do women really want?!'has been answered once again in yet another 
appealing Travelers Tales opus specifically designed for women. In this instance, Susan Van Allen has romped 
through an Italy replete with seductive goddesses and female saints, architectural wonders, beauty spas, entrancing 
beaches, shopping sprees and craft/cultural courses, and picked the very best, mixing dreamy delights with drops of 
dainty decadence. Van Allen suggests readers: treat this book like a cookbookand make a full meal of it. She 
obviously did. You couldand you should. David Yeadon, author of Seasons in Basilicata and The Way of the 
WandererForget throwing that coin in the fountain. No matter how many times youve been to Italy and think you 
know it, reading Susan Van Allens 100 Places in Italy Every Woman Should Go almost guarantees a return trip. Now I 
must visit Siena, not for the Palio, but because it was here that St. Catherine bucked family expectations and 
proclaimed her commitment to Christ, thereby becoming a medieval woman to be reckoned with. Susan took her 
exhaustive research and whipped up a delightful book youll only put down long enough to check the flights to that 
fascinating country.Carol Coviello-Malzone, author of Flavors of Rome: How What Where to Eat in the Eternal City 


